
© 2015 The College Board 

 

The Redesigned SAT Suite of 
Assessments 

 
 

Kathleen Koch 
Director, NC AP Partnership 
kkoch@collegeboard.org  

Jerry McMahan 
Assoc. Director, NC AP Partnership 
jmcmahan@collegeboard.org  

mailto:kkoch@collegeboard.org
mailto:jmcmahan@collegeboard.org


Connect to 
College 
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*Please note: PSAT 8/9 contained a 20-min variable section  

About the Redesigned  
PSAT 8/9 and PSAT/NMSQT 

2 SECTIONS: 
2 SECTIONS: 

2 Hours 45 Minutes* 



SAT Suite of Assessments 

+ 75% likelihood of achieving at least a C in specifically defined set 

of first semester, introductory credit-bearing college courses 

+ Benchmarks will be set at the Section Level  

+ College and Career Readiness will be defined as achieving both of 

the section-level benchmarks. 

+ All benchmarks will be reported to students and educators 

 

4 

320/420 

340/450 
P 8/9 

360/470 

390/500 

P10 

PN 
410/520 SAT 



© 2015 The College Board 

 

Scores and Score Ranges 
Across the SAT Suite of 

Assessments 
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Eight Key Changes to the  
SAT and PSAT  

Words in Context 
Command of 

Evidence 

Math that Matters 

Most 

Essay Analyzing a 

Source 

No Penalty for 

Guessing 

U.S. Founding 

Documents and the 

Great Global 

Conversation 

Analysis in Science 

and in History/Social 

Studies 

Problems Grounded 

in Real-World 

Contexts 



Students will need to: 

Interpret meaning based on 

context 

 

Master relevant vocabulary 

 

Engage in close reading 

Words In Context 



One point for each correct 

answer 

 

Zero points for unanswered 

items 

 

Zero points for wrong answers 

No Penalty for Guessing 



Grade–Appropriate Reading 

PSAT™  8/9 
PSAT™  10 & 

PSAT/NMSQT® 
SAT® 

Draw fairly simple, one-step 

conclusions spelled out clearly in 

the text 

Draw a more subtle inference to 

reach the right conclusion from a 

text 

Perform several steps to draw the 

right conclusion from a text 

 

Identify relationships based on 

multiple, fairly straightforward 

pieces of info stated in the text 

 

Infer somewhat more 

complicated relationships based 

on more subtle pieces of info 

stated in the text 

Infer more complex relationships 

from the text by piecing facts or 

incidents together 

 

Determine explicit meaning from 

the graphic or text 

Recognize trends in graphical 

data 

Synthesize information from a 

graphic and passage 
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Reading Test Sample Question – 

Passage (abbreviated) 

1     Today, I am an inquisitor. An hyperbole would not be  

       fictional and would not overstate the solemnness that I   

       feel right now. My faith in the Constitution is whole; it is   

       complete; it is total. And I am not going to sit here and be  

5     an idle spectator to the diminution, the subversion, the  

       destruction, of the Constitution.   

       “Who can so properly be the inquisitors for the nation   

       as the representatives of the nation themselves?” “The   

       subjects of its jurisdiction are those offenses which   

10   proceed from the misconduct of public men.”  
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Reading Test Sample Question 

The main rhetorical effect of the series of three phrases in lines 5–6 (“the 

diminution, the subversion, the destruction”) is to  

A) convey with increasing intensity the seriousness of the threat Jordan sees to 
the Constitution. 

B) clarify that Jordan believes the Constitution was first weakened, then 
sabotaged, then broken. 

C) indicate that Jordan thinks the Constitution is prone to failure in three distinct 
ways.  

D) propose a three-part agenda for rescuing the Constitution from the current 
crisis.  

Content: Rhetoric / Analyzing word choice  

Objective: Students must determine the main rhetorical effect of the speaker’s 

choice of words.  
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Reading Test Sample Question 

Explanation 

A) convey with increasing intensity the seriousness of the threat Jordan sees to the 

Constitution. Choice A is the best answer because the quoted phrases — building 

from “diminution” to “subversion” to “destruction” — suggest the increasing 

seriousness of the threat Jordan sees to the Constitution.  
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Grade–Appropriate Writing and 
Language 

PSAT™  8/9 
PSAT™  10 & 

PSAT/NMSQT® 
SAT® 

Use punctuation effectively in 

simple contexts, such as using 

commas to separate items in a  

list 

Use punctuation effectively in 

somewhat challenging contexts, 

such as using a colon to introduce 

a list 

Use punctuation effectively in 

challenging contexts, such as 

using a semicolon to link 

independent clauses 

Edit straightforward sentences 

that pose some challenge, such as 

sentences with an introductory 

phrase 

Edit compound and complex 

sentences, including sentences 

with introductory phrases and 

clauses 

Edit syntactically challenging 

sentences, such as lengthy 

sentences that include several 

clauses 

Accurately incorporate basic 

information from graphics into a 

text 

Accurately incorporate somewhat 

detailed or nuanced information 

from graphics into a text 

Incorporate accurate, specific, 

and complex information from 

graphics into a text 



Grade–Appropriate Math 

PSAT™  8/9 
PSAT™  10 & 

PSAT/NMSQT® 
SAT® 

Many items requiring one or two 

steps to solve 

Many items requiring 2 or more 

steps to solve 

Emphasis on multi-step problems 

 

May require the use of common 

geometric equations 

 

May require the use of common 

geometric equations and spatial 

reasoning 

Requires the use of geometry 

concepts and reasoning 

 

Includes ratios, proportions, 

percents, introductory probability 

and statistics 

Requires comparing linear and 

exponential growth 

 

Includes statistics topics such as 

sampling and inferring correlation 

and causation form a research 

method 

May require the use of properties 

of right triangles to solve 

problems 

Requires the use of trigonometric 

relationships 

Requires the use of trigonometry 

 



Scores 
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Vertical Scale Messaging 
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► All student score 
report web pages 
will adapt for: 

► Desktop 

► Tablet 

► Smart-phone 

Student Reports – Desktop, Tablet, 
Mobile 

17 

NOTE: All reports are subject to change and should not be considered final. 

Reports shown are illustrations, and all data is fictitious. 

 



Score Reports 
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► Detailed explanation of current 
college readiness skills, based 
on test score band and typical 
students 

► Actionable steps to improve on 
skills required to be college 
ready 

► Question-level detail feedback 
including answer*, difficulty 
and subscore 

► Quickly filter results 

Improved Skills Insight and Question 
Analysis  

19 
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► Khan Academy creates personalized 
practice based on test performance 
and practice on Khan Academy 

► Redesigned PSAT/NMSQT item-
level results can be sent to Khan 
Academy if a student chooses to link 
their accounts.  

► All SAT Suite results will be sent to 
further customize practice on Khan 
Academy using actual results. 

► 4 official full-length practice SAT 
tests available 

 

 

Khan Academy Official SAT Practice 
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www.khanacademy.org/sat 
 

http://www.khanacademy.org/sat
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Send Score Data 

Jeff’s Path to 
SAT Success 

Personalized Learning 
Roadmap 

Official SAT 
Practice Tests  

With Scoring for 
Paper & Pencil 

Powered By Schools, Educators, 
Community Groups 



• You will be able to link your College Board and Khan Academy accounts 
in early January 2016 when you get your PSAT/NMSQT results.   

• Linking your accounts will further personalize your practice as item-level 
data from your PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 8/9 will be used by Khan Academy 
to generate specific practice recommendations based on an actual exam 
taken under test-like conditions.  

• All future scores from the SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10 and PSAT 8/9 will 
also be sent to help customize your practice and recommendations on 
Khan Academy.     

• You will be able to jump right into practice without having to take any 
additional diagnostic quizzes or practice tests to get personalized 
recommendations. 

 

Please note that you can terminate your account linking at any time. 

Why link Khan Academy and College Board Accounts?  



Step 1: Download “Daily Practice for 
the New SAT” for your iPhone or 
Android device 

Practice Tests, Answer Sheets, and 
Links for App Download: 
http://sat.org/scoring 
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► AP Potential information for 
grades 9 through 12 based on 
latest assessment taken 

► Grade 9 sees two courses 
only (European History and 
World History) 

► AP courses to college major 
matching 

► Search AP course offerings by 
high school 

► AP Potential will be available 
for all redesigned assessments 

Student AP Potential format updated 
and expanded 
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PSAT/NMSQT - Expanded Scholarship 
Opportunities 
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► Popular Tools 

► Personality profile 
(MyRoad) 

► Career and college 
major exploration 

► College search 

► Scholarship search 

► Financial aid 
information and 
application 

► SAT registration 

Student Reports – Additional Features 

26 NOTE: All reports are subject to change and should not be considered final 



PSAT 8/9 
Schools and districts can choose a PSAT 
8/9 test date between Feb. 22 and 
March 4, 2016. Last day to place order 
January 27th, 2016. 

PSAT 10 
Schools and districts can choose a PSAT 
10 test date between Feb. 22 and 
March 4, 2016. Last day to place order 
January 27th, 2016. 

SAT      Registration    Late    
March 5, 2016   Feb 4, 2016     Feb 23, 2016 
May 7, 2016    April 8, 2016     April 26, 2016 
June 4, 2016    May 6, 2016     May 25, 2016 

Test Dates – Spring 2016  



Fall 2016 PSAT 8/9 
Next fall, schools can give the PSAT 8/9 between Sept. 26, 2016, 
and Jan. 27, 2017. Ordering opens in April. 

Test Ordering for 2016-2017 

Fall 2016 PSAT/NMSQT 
Ordering for next year opens in April. Schools choose Wed., 
Oct. 19; Sat., Oct. 22; or Wed., Nov. 2, 2016. 



For More Information 

collegereadiness.collegeboard.org 

collegereadiness.collegeboard.org


Questions? 
 



Contact Information: 

 Kathleen Koch          Gia Kaul 

 Director, NC AP Partnership        Director 

 704.534.6455 (phone)        614.285.2406 (phone) 

 kkoch@collegeboard.org              gkaul@collegeboard.org  

   
 

 Jerry McMahan 

 Associate Director, NC AP Partnership  

 704.575.7375 (phone) 

 jmcmahan@collegeboard.org  

 

 

mailto:kkoch@collegeboard.org
mailto:gkaul@collegeboard.org
mailto:jmcmahan@collegeboard.org

